540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
By the Spirit’s grace, discipling believers in Christ and evangelizing unbelievers for God’s glory.

May 23, 2018

Dear Friends,
Here are a few notes of our travels from the beginning of 2018. Thanks so much for your prayers for this conference
ministry. (Sections marked “Mary” are written by my wife.)

Los Angeles, California (January 4–7, 2018)

On January 5 and 6 I taught Dr. John MacArthur’s fifty-five doctoral students (The Master’s Seminary) a sixteen-hour
course in Reformed Experiential Preaching at Grace Community Church in Los Angeles, California. I also lectured for a
few hours on Puritan preaching. The men were very receptive; it was a joy to teach them.
The following evening, on the first Lord’s Day of the year, I had the privilege of preaching for Dr. MacArthur’s congregation in Los Angeles on “Who Can Meet All Our Future Needs?” I felt helped in preaching to this large, attentive
congregation.
After the sermon, I was surprised to
meet Dr. Richard Gamble and his wife and
two daughters (on my left in the picture). Dr.
Gamble was one of my primary teachers at
Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia in the early 1980s. He was visiting
his daughter, whose doctoral dissertation I
had just finished editing on my flight out.
It’s a great dissertation on how the Westminster divines in the 1640s fought against
antinomianism.
Dr. Steven Lawson (to my right in the
picture), who runs the doctoral program,
treated me incredibly well over the weekend.
He also chaired an informal time of Q&A
between the students and me where they
were given an opportunity to pick my brain
about various facets of ministry.

Charlotte, North Carolina (January 8–12, 2018)

On Monday morning I flew from Los Angeles to Charlotte, North Carolina, where I arrived in time to start teaching a
thirty-hour course on Puritan Theology from Monday afternoon through Friday afternoon to eighteen doctoral students
at Reformed Theological Seminary. They were a great group of brothers to teach. I also enjoyed going out to lunch several
times with the seminary president, faculty members, and students.
I was grateful to arrive home late on Friday evening after a week of intense teaching. The Lord helped me through,
despite fighting a cold throughout the eight days.
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Laurel, Mississippi (January 18–20, 2018)

On the third weekend in January, I got held up from traveling
to a Mississippi conference for a day due to a Michigan snowstorm but, by God’s grace, still ended up speaking six times.
I gave four addresses on Spiritual Adoption (on 1 John 3:1–3,
14–16; Gal. 4:1–7; Rom. 8:13–30; Heb. 12:1–14) at the Deep
South Founders 11th Annual Conference held at Bethlehem
Baptist church in Laurel, Mississippi, under the leadership of
Pastor Thomas Winn. The warmth, hunger, and responsiveness of the people made the conference a joy to serve.
After the conference was over, on Saturday I enjoyed going
out for a meal with Pastor Thomas and Lawanda Winn (front
left in picture) and Arvis and Liz Shows (to my immediate left
and right). The Winns couldn’t have treated me better, and the
Shows are dear friends of many years who are long distance
associate members of our church in Grand Rapids. It was a
great joy to fellowship with both of these couples.

With Pastor Tiago Oliveira, and his wife and three sons

With Pastor Fred Malone

I also enjoyed my brief time with one of our PhD students, Pastor Tiago Oliveira, and his wife and three sons at the
conference in Laurel, Mississippi, where he also gave an address on Spiritual Adoption. Tiago is a dear brother who is
working in Portugal, by the Spirit’s grace, to build up the Reformed Portuguese-speaking church there. It is exciting to
see the small number of Reformed believers in Portugal steadily growing. Several hundred people attended the Reformed
conference I spoke at there a few years ago, and I am told that the numbers of those interested in the Reformed faith there
continue to grow. Please pray for God to work mightily in Portugal.
It was great to visit with Pastor Fred Malone, a well-known and able Reformed Baptist preacher and teacher who has
been serving the Lord faithfully for several decades. Our conversation greatly encouraged me.
We ended up selling nearly all the books that we sent to the conference. Pray that these books will be a great help to
the people.
On the Lord’s Day, I was privileged to preach twice for the Bethlehem Baptist Church in Laurel, Mississippi.

Campina Grande, Brazil (February 9–14, 2018; Mary)

Brazil has a strong Roman Catholic tradition, so during Lent people give up meat and other enjoyable things for forty days
before Easter. But for six days preceding Lent, the whole country has a holiday called “Carnaval,” in which many people
party day and night. The major cities attract millions of Brazilians and foreigners and many millions of dollars are spent on
parades and costumes. It has become an utterly wicked celebration in every way imaginable. Twenty years ago, a 30-yearold man named Euder Faber, a cabdriver turned pastor, began a Christian conference to be held during Carnaval to give
Brazilians a better way to spend their time. Today, this conference has grown to be the biggest evangelical conference in
Brazil, and claims to have nearly 100,000 attendees during the space of a week.
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The conference takes place in Campina Grande, 200 miles south of the equator, in the state of Paraiba. Campina
Grande (pop. 400,000) is the main industrial, technological, and educational center in northeast Brazil. The theme of this
year’s Christian Consciousness Conference was “Built on the Rock.” This was the largest conference we have ever spoken
at. Joel spoke six times: three plenary sermons on “Union with Christ and Our Holiness” (to 10,000 people), “Union with
Christ and Our Struggle against Worldliness,” and “Union with Christ and Our Assurance of Faith” (to 6,000 people). He
also gave three lectures on the theme of “Puritanism and its Influences” at a local church. His topics were “Puritan Evangelism and Richard Baxter,” “Puritans and their Spirituality,” and “Puritans and Their Love for Theology.” Joel was really
happy with his translator, Eros. I took a picture of Joel and Eros praying together in the midst of a busy room just before
my husband went to speak to 10,000 souls.
I (Mary) spoke three times at a different local church to about 400 women on “A Gospel-driven Marriage,” “The Kindness of Jesus Christ,” and “Casting our Anxieties on Christ,” under the theme of “Pious Women.” My translator, Ariesley,
was very good as well. The groups of lectures by various speakers were called “courses,” and attendees received a certificate
for being present at all of them. Attendance at the conference was free, although people had to sign up in advance. Throughout the conference, free-will offerings were taken, and Pastor Euder explained with diagrams how much more they needed
to raise to meet their financial needs. He was the emcee for all the plenary sessions, and the bond of affection between him
and the audience was very apparent.
What a worthwhile trip this was, in spite of both of us feeling sick for a few days (which made us feel small before God
and all the more dependent on Him), possibly because of the dramatic change from a substantial Michigan snowstorm (we
were barely able to get airborne in Grand Rapids) to the Brazilian tropics, and/or because of the different food and water.
Tiago Santos, a dear Brazilian friend who works for FIEL and for the Martin Bucer Seminary in Brazil, was a great help to
us in our days of need. His English was impeccable, which was a great help. Language is often a barrier, but motions, hugs,
and tears can convey the intended message at times. People are the same the world over; we are all just a bunch of sinners
in need of a Savior to help with our problems. What a privilege to be able to point people to the gospel through its lifeline
promises and to be encouraged ourselves at the same time!

Denton, Texas (February 15–19, 2018; Mary)

After twenty-six hours en route from Campina Grande, Brazil,
we finally arrived safely in Denton, Texas, to serve a small conference for Providence Chapel, a Reformed Baptist group pastored
by Mack Tomlinson and three others. We experienced wonderful hospitality and friendship in the home of Mack and Linda.
Mack has written several books, including a hefty biography on
Leonard Ravenhill.
Upon arriving, Joel spoke over lunch to a dozen pastors in
a beautiful home on a scenic lake about how to endure in ministry. Since we had some free time, the Tomlinsons took us to
the George W. Bush Library and Museum. Bush continues to
promote his “compassionate conservative” agenda by supporting “Wounded Warriors” through mountain biking and golfing
events and by supporting humanitarian medical work in the fight
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Sitting at the presidential desk

against malaria in Africa. The museum was
quite impressive, including a detailed replica
of Bush’s Oval Office. My husband and I
took turns sitting at the presidential desk.
On Friday evening, Joel preached on
Christ’s office-bearing, and the next evening he spoke on family worship. He also
gave an address at a men’s breakfast on
fathering as prophet, priest, and king, followed by a Q&A session. I gave an address
on anxiety to a group of women on Saturday
morning in the Tomlinson’s home.
On Sunday, Joel preached on “The Age
of the Spirit and Revival” (during the Sunday school hour), “The Only Way to Live
I gave an address on anxiety to a group of women on Saturday
and Die” (during morning worship), and
morning in the Tomlinson’s home.
“Running the Best Race to the End” (for a
men’s group, which was accompanied by an
outstanding ninety-minute Q&A session about the sermons of the morning). The church family is very active in supporting each other as needs arise, as well as reaching out to homeless folk who cross their path. The pastor/elders continuously
challenge each other to learn and grow. We were touched by all the love shown.
On Monday, my husband and I flew from Dallas, Texas, to Florida where we spent an enjoyable four days with our
precious children and grandchildren, before returning on Saturday to Grand Rapids where Joel preached the following day
for our dear HRC flock. God’s traveling mercies were granted to us once again.

Reno and Minden, Nevada (March 2–4, 2018)

Over the weekend, the Queen and I spoke at a conference for Pastor Brian Borgman in Nevada. Mary spoke to the
women on common and uncommon kindness, and I spoke ten times on various subjects related to the Puritans, including
preaching twice on Sunday and moderating two Q&A sessions. My first two addresses on Puritan Preaching were to
a group of ministers and students on behalf of the Reformed
Baptist Seminary. These were delivered at the Grace Community Church in Reno, Nevada. The remaining addresses
were given at Pastor Borgman’s church, Grace Community
Church, in Minden, Nevada.
We had a wonderful time with the Borgmans (pictured
here). Brian Borgman went through life-threatening brain
surgery a few years ago and has wonderfully and fully recovered, both mentally and physically. It was wonderful to see the
love between him and his people, together with the other pastors. We were impressed by the warmth, love, and hunger of
the people. We
sold 16 of the 17 boxes of books that RHB sent out ahead of us.
One of Brian Borgman’s members is an eighty-year-old friend named
Betty who faithfully attended the conference in Minden. She has read most of
my books and recently completed reading A Puritan Theology written by Mark
Jones and me. It was a delight to meet her and hear about her zeal for Puritan
theology and Puritan writings.
On Saturday afternoon we had a short break after completing our conference addresses so we were delighted to visit beautiful Lake Tahoe. A fresh
snowfall made it all the more beautiful.
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Kalamazoo, Michigan (March 10, 2018)

On Saturday morning, Mary and I gave three addresses and participated in two brief Q&A sessions for a conference organized by
Immanuel Fellowship Church in Kalamazoo, pastored by one of our
PRTS graduates and a great friend, Bill Boekestein. I first spoke to
both the men and women on “Ten Commandments for Building a
God-glorifying Marriage.” Afterwards, Mary spoke to the women
on “Building a Gospel-Shaped Marriage” and I spoke to the men on
“Friendship in Marriage.” It was a most enjoyable morning.
In God’s kind providence, I met Rod MacQuarrie at the conference. Rod had taken a few classes at PRTS some years ago, and
meanwhile had developed an array of gifts that I sensed early on in
our conversation that we could really use here at both PRTS and
With Bill and his cheerful wife, Amy
RHB. To make a long story short, after talking with Rod at length,
and then interviewing him by both staffs, we hired him within a week to serve as Project Manager, splitting his responsibilities between PRTS and RHB. We are very grateful for him. God’s ways are above our ways!

Greenville, South Carolina (March 13–15, 2018)

I had the privilege of speaking for the annual Greenville
Presbyterian Theological Seminary conference again, this
year’s theme being on “The Person and Work of Jesus Christ.”
My assignment address was to preach on “The Lord from
Heaven: The Deity and Pre-existence of the Son of God.” I
chose to do so from John 8:58, expounding Jesus’s assertion
of Deity in the words, “Before Abraham was, I am.” Other
speakers included Drs. Ian Hamilton, Gregory K. Beale,
Richard Phillips, Ryan Speck, Michael Barrett, Joseph Pipa,
Jonathan Gibson, and Ryan McGraw. It was a very good
conference. RHB supplied the major book table, and sales
were robust. GPTS’s conference attendees tend to be earnest
theologians and therefore are great book buyers.

Wyoming, Michigan (March 22, 2018)

I spoke on how to do family worship for the Bethany URC in Wyoming, Michigan, pastored by Rev. Casey Feswick. We
enjoyed the fellowship afterwards with several old and new friends, and also sold books to the attendees.

Cambridge, Ontario (March 23–25, 2018)

The Queen and I had a busy weekend in Ontario. On Friday and Saturday I served as the speaker for the Cambridge
Reformed Bible Conference, giving three addresses on “The Christian’s Enemies: the Flesh, the World, and Satan.” On the
Lord’s Day, I was privileged to preach in three of the four Ontario churches that sponsored the conference: Grace OPC
and Zion URC (both in Sheffield), and the West River Reformed Church (see picture below of this independent church,
together with its pastor, Curt Van Dyken, and one of his elders, Andy Van Dixhoorn, whose home we stayed in throughout
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the conference). We also experienced again the warm hospitality of Connor and Susan Keuning over the Lord’s Day. It was
an intense but blessed weekend. God is good.

Lakeland, Florida (April 7–8, 2018; Mary)

Covenant Presbyterian Church has been pastored by Rev. Dr. David
McWilliams for 27 years, with a 3-year hiatus when he taught at Westminster-Dallas. We enjoyed the hospitality as well as the theological
and spiritual discussions with him and his wife, Vicky. They are very
devoted to their church and to Greenville Seminary (he is on their
board), and they love PRTS, RHB, and HRC. We met with all the
elders and deacons and their wives in the home of Jim and Christy
Valenti, parents of seven children; Christy home-schools and Jim is
a lawyer. Their house is actually two houses joined together in a cozy
neighborhood, with her parents owning another house right behind
them. There is a lot of traffic going back and forth between the two
homes—and lots of love shown between them and given to others as
well. Joel gave his personal testimony and then spoke on how Calvin
Rev. Dr. David McWilliams and his wife, Vicky
wove the theme of piety throughout all of his theology.
On Sunday, Joel preached twice for Covenant Presbyterian Church
on “How Christ’s Resurrection Shapes our Hope” and “Caleb Following God Fully.” We had the privilege of meeting
Florida State Supreme Court Chief Justice Charles Canady. Charles was previously a representative in Washington D.C.
and was good friends with Reps. Vern Ehlers and Pete Hoekstra. He bemoaned the fact that more and more judges take
the liberty to make laws rather than applying existing laws and interpreting the constitution.

Indianapolis, Indiana (April 13–15, 2018)

I spent this weekend at an enjoyable conference in Indianapolis on the theme of “Sanctification: Living Intentionally
Holy Lives” hosted by the Southwest Presbyterian Church
(RPCNA), pastored by Rev. David Hanson and Rev. Stan
McKenzie (a graduate of PRTS). I preached to the congregation on the Lord’s Day and spoke eight times altogether.
It was great to be with Stan and Juliet again (right) as
well as the Hanson family (below) for a Sunday noon meal,
where they asked each child from the youngest to the oldest to
come up with three things they had learned from the sermon
I had just preached if they wanted dessert! The children, ranging from 7 to 17, passed the test—so I got to hear 21 things
about the sermon! It was also good to spend some time with

Gordon and Jane Keddie. Rev. Keddie served as the pastor of
this flock for many years and is now busy as a retired pastor
writing excellent commentaries on books of the Bible.
On the Lord’s Day evening, I enjoyed spending two
hours with some young adults from the RPCNA church in
Indianapolis, responding to their in-depth questions about all
kinds of biblical, doctrinal, experiential, and practical issues.
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Orlando, Florida (April 20–21, 2018)

I took a quick, 24-hour trip to Orange City, Florida, to speak on behalf of Seminario Reformado Latinoamericano (SRL;
The Latin American Reformed Seminary) at their annual fund-raising banquet. In the first picture below, the attendees
were singing the closing hymn; the second photo was taken with Dr. Noe Acosta, President and Founder of SRL, and Dr.
and Mrs. James Bears. Dr. Bears is SRL’s Academic Dean.

On Friday evening I spoke on “The Holy Spirit and the Age and Marks of Revival.” Much like PRTS, SRL’s vision is
based on 2 Timothy 2:2, and I was surprised that they also have as their goal that every country with a significant Reformed
presence would have at least one sound, Reformed, confessional seminary where all the professors can be fully trusted in
their doctrinal emphases.
During the dinner, I had a great visit with the brother sitting next to me who shared with me his remarkable conversion
and trek to the Reformed faith. The Holy Spirit is indeed powerful! At the end of the evening, we sold a goodly number
of books.
I also enjoyed spirited discussions for an hour each way between the Orlando airport and Orange City with a young
engaging brother, Peter Benyola (I didn’t even fall asleep on him during the 4:30 a.m. trek to the airport the following
morning). Pray with me that God will continue to greatly bless SRL throughout Spanish-speaking Latin America.

Dutton, Michigan (April 29, 2018)

I preached for the Dutton URC three times in the past six months when they were vacant, but now they are encouraged
with the acceptance of their pastoral call to Rev. Telman Wagonmaker from Waupun, Wisconsin. He hopes to arrive in
May and begin preaching on June 3.
After the evening service we had a very meaningful visit with two couples who will be accompanying us on the Rhine
River Cruise in July, D.V.

Grand Rapids, Michigan (May 18, 2018)

Mary and I had the bittersweet joy (mostly joy!)
of giving Lydia, our last daughter, to Isaac Epp in
sacred matrimony on May 18. At their request, I
preached on the glorious, utopian marriage between
Christ and the church from Revelation 19:6-9. The
reception went wonderfully well—Christ was at the
center there too. We were humbled by all the personal
addresses and are so grateful for the God-fearing
Epp family (all nine of their children were there from
British Columbia and other distant places). We are
so humbled by God’s goodness to us in allowing us
the inestimable privilege of seeing our children married in the Lord. We feel like the psalmist: “Who
are we and what is our house, that Thou hast brought
us hitherto?” Isaac has been taking a few classes at
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PRTS as he completed his college degree, and hopes, God willing, to study full-time at PRTS for the ministry, beginning
in August. Please pray for the young couple that God will bless them abundantly in their future life. A hearty thanks to
all those who have befriended Isaac and/or Lydia along the way, and who have helped out in any way for the wedding day.
We are deeply grateful.
While I am being nostalgic, I would also like to wholeheartedly thank our dear congregation, the catechism teachers,
and the teachers and students of Plymouth Christian Schools for all the kindness and support you have shown to us and our
children during the years that we have raised our children among you. Many pastors have sad stories to tell about how congregations have treated their children, but Mary and I have only a happy story to tell about our church and schools, thanks
to God’s amazing grace and to your kind acceptance of our children throughout the past decades. You have all treated our
children so well and we are deeply grateful for all your love.
Every blessing to you and your families over the coming summer months. And congratulations to all of our graduates—
elementary, high school, university, and seminary! May you all be graced to follow God fully, like Caleb (Num. 14:24), all
of your days.
With pastoral love,
Pastor Joel Beeke
P.S. Some of the conferences we had scheduled I was able to cancel, so that I could do more pastoral work in the
congregation—hence their absence from this letter. Let us continue to pray that God will bless us soon with a full-time
pastor of His choosing.
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