540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
By the Spirit’s grace, discipling believers in Christ and evangelizing unbelievers for God’s glory.

Scotland and England
July 28, 2017

Dear Friends,
This update of our trips is largely confined to our annual tour which transpired this year in May to Scotland and England. Enjoy coming along for the ride! Next year, we will be going to beautiful Switzerland and then down the Rhine from
Geneva to Amsterdam, the Lord willing (July 9-23, 2018). I believe it promises to be our best tour yet. To sign up go to
bookings.wittetravel.com, then use booking code 070918BEEK.

Scotland and England (May 8–22, 2017) (mostly written by Mary)

Each year Joel leads a tour group somewhere in the world on behalf of PRTS to visit great historic sites and to view beautiful
scenery along the way. Since this year marks the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, he decided to take a group (fiftyeight of us in all) to see Reformation and Puritan sites in Scotland and England.
This year, he spoke twenty-nine times in all (which includes many short five-minute lectures), and was assisted by
Sinclair Ferguson, Greg Salazar, and David Woollin, each of whom spoke several times. It was one of the best trips of our
life. Our guide, June, and bus driver, Graeme, were a joy as well. We had a great time and took in wonderful, large doses
of scenery and Reformation/Puritan history. We only have
space here to share a few of the highlights with you.
May 9: Arriving in Edinburgh, Scotland, we visited the Grey
House, home to the offices of The Banner of Truth Trust.
The Banner has been hugely instrumental in preserving the
godly heritage of the U.K. and Reformed believers around
the world by publishing books and a periodical chronicling
God’s words and ways, past and present. Founder Iain Murray wasn’t able to meet with us because he was at the funeral
of Stuart Olyott’s wife, but John Rawlinson and Jonathan
Watson did a marvelous job of explaining The Banner’s history and vision for us.
Next we headed to St. Peter’s Free Church, Dundee,
Scotland, where the present pastor, David Robertson, gave
us a detailed address on the history of his church, focusing on
the time when Robert Murray M‘Cheyne (1813–1843) and
William Burns served there in the midst of a nineteenthcentury revival. It was apparent that Pastor Robertson, just
back from sickness and surgery, is immersed in his work.
When Dr. Sinclair Ferguson retired to this area and joined
his daughter’s family in this church, David asked on a whim
if Sinclair would like to assist him. To his surprise, Sinclair
said, “Yes!” so now they share the preaching. Dr. Ferguson preaches every Sunday evening that he is available.
Early this century, the church nearly shut down for lack of

John Rawlinson and Jonathan Watson standing in front of the
Banner of Truth Grey House.
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attendance, but the church has revived and now has more than two
hundred attendees on a regular basis.
Afterward, Joel gave a summary of M‘Cheyne’s illustrious ministry in Dundee, and then we looked around the church. I took
a photograph of Joel holding a portrait of M‘Cheyne and Pastor
Robertson holding a portrait of William Burns. It was a nostalgic
moment for Joel to stand in M‘Cheyne’s pulpit since M‘Cheyne is
one of his heroes. He often recommends M‘Cheyne to his students
as a model preacher. Joel later wrote on his facebook page, “Oh that
we preachers would be granted half of his love and zeal for Christ,
His kingdom, and lost souls!”
Adjacent to the church is an impressive graveyard, including a
remarkable memorial stone for M‘Cheyne and a famous plaque in
the ground that simply reads “ETERNITY” when one enters the
graveyard. David Woollin told the fascinating story behind that plaque and the great evangelist, Robert Annan.
We retired to St. Andrew’s Old Course Hotel, overlooking the
historic golf course. We had a delicious meal in the conservatory,
with servers marching in formation, surrounding the table, and
placing the dishes in front of us all at the same time.

Graves of Rutherford and Halyburton

May 10: We began the day with a walking tour of St. Andrew’s.
Our able guide, June, is a walking encyclopedia, and the historians
on the tour enlightened us on the church history. We also learned
from local guides.
We viewed the Martyrs’ Monument erected in 1842, remembering Protestants who gave their lives for the Lord between
1520 and 1560. We also heard much about John Knox, George
Wishart, and Patrick Hamilton. Knox was converted under George
Wishart and went to Geneva to study under Calvin. After returning, Knox and Wishart were imprisoned here in St. Andrews. Both
Wishart and Hamilton were martyred for their faith by being
burned at the stake.
We then visited the church where John Knox often preached
in St. Andrews. Joel was allowed into Knox’s pulpit from where he
spoke to the group about Knox’s preaching. Afterward we sang a
great hymn or two in this beautiful building. It was a highlight of
our trip.
By the ruins of St. Andrews Cathedral, we saw the graves of
Samuel Rutherford and Thomas Halyburton. Joel spoke here about
these two great Scottish theologians buried in the St. Andrews
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graveyard side by side, at Halyburton’s request. (In the photograph, Rutherford’s gravestone is on the left with a tear-jerking
poem inscribed of God’s faithfulness in using him, and Halyburton’s gravestone is next to Rutherford’s on the right.) At
Halyburton’s request, he was buried close to Rutherford, as he wanted to share in Rutherford’s joy at Christ’s second advent
when Rutherford would see Christ face to face.
From there we drove to Edinburgh, reflecting on the dedication of these men and humbled by the gifts of literature and
freedom we enjoy today.
May 11: Today we walked about six miles
exploring Edinburgh, Scotland’s capital city.
John Knox was the first minister of St. Giles
Cathedral after the Reformation, and he played
a key role in simplifying the style of worship and
the administration of the sacraments, which in
turn affected the whole country. We toured his
house nearby, a museum that chronicles his
beliefs and insights, as well as the culture of the
day. He died in 1572 and is buried next to the
church, now a parking lot, with a yellow-painted
square and plaque to mark the spot. Happily, no
car was parked there at the moment! Joel gave
a summary of Knox’s remarkable last years and
death to the tour group at this place.
Along the route, we came across a large
memorial of Dr. Thomas Guthrie (1803–1873),
preacher and philanthropist, erected in a prominent park on the curbside of a major road in the
center of Edinburgh. We visited the Protestant
cathedral in Edinburgh where the Queen of
England worships when she is in Scotland over
John Knox’s house
John Knox
the Lord’s Day.
From there we went to Edinburgh Castle, perched on Castle Rock. It has been built, destroyed, and rebuilt many times.
It was occupied as early as 1000 B.C. The oldest building still standing is St. Margaret’s Chapel, dating back to the eleventh
century. The lengthy tour was fascinating.
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Hundreds of Scottish covenanters in the late seventeenth century were killed near here and buried.

Next stop was Greyfriars Kirk and Churchyard, where the National
Covenant was signed in 1638. Hundreds of Scottish covenanters in the
late seventeenth century were killed near here and buried. We saw the
gravestones of Alexander Henderson, Thomas Bradbury, and many others.
Nearby, we visited the famous Magdalen Chapel where so much
Scottish Reformation history transpired. Matthew Vogan, front and center in the photograph, gave us a moving historical review of how God
used this room in the Scottish Reformation. Presently this historic site is
under the auspices of the Scottish Reformation Historical Society. It was
refreshing to have a guide with deeply held, shared convictions. Here, as
in many other places, we sang a hymn from ages past.

Our last stop for the day was the Palace of Holyroodhouse, the Queen’s official residence in Scotland,
and the abbey ruins adjoining it. She wasn’t home, so
we checked out her castle and walked through her beautiful gardens. We took the scenic route back, along the Salisbury
Crags. Many people were hiking the hills on this lovely sunny day.
May 12: We boarded the bus and rode a couple hours to Holy Island, stopping at the border of Scotland and England.
The causeway to the island is accessible only at low tide. I was leery of our huge bus traversing a road that is under water
50 percent of every day, but the road seemed solid. Tire tracks on the side were a warning, however, for our skillful driver
Graeme, to stay on the beaten path.
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We visited the ruins of Landisfarne Castle and Lindisfarne Priory,
founded by the Celtic monk St.
Aiden in 635 A.D. He translated
the gospels into English for his own
use. The Lindisfarne Gospels are
the earliest translation of any part of
Scripture into English.
A little further south along
the eastern coast is the village of
Seahouses. We embarked on a boat
trip to the Farne Islands, where St.
Cuthbert lived for a few years and
died in 687 A.D. It was not smooth
sailing! One swell came from the
rear quarter and placed us at an

uncomfortable angle. I asked the deckhand, “Was
that normal?” He said, “No, ma’am!”
Farne Islands are a National Trust site. This
seabird colony is home to thousands of puffins,
arctic terns, eiders, a variety of gulls, and seals.
It was mating season, so we saw females keeping
eggs warm, and some little chicks as well. We circled several islands on the boat and walked around
the biggest island. What an incredible array of
God’s marvelous creation! Seven rangers monitor
the animal life. In the seventh century, St. Cuthbert and other monks lived there.
We ended our day in Whitby, England.

May 13: Bright and early, David
Woollin’s dad, John, took us for
a walk through the woods and
by the shore, sharing stories and
jokes along the way. Whitby is
a former whaling port, and the
home of British explorer Captain James Cook. Perched on
a hill, overlooking the harbor,
with the town on the other side,

is Whitby Abbey, known for the Synod of Whitby in
644 A.D.
We rode a steam train through the beautiful countryside from Whitby to Pickering. Then we boarded a
bus for York (a walled medieval city founded by Romans
in 71 A.D.), where we toured the towering Gothic
Cathedral, commonly called York Minster. Afterward,
we spent some free time in the city. Joel, his brother John,
and a few others, found some antiquarian bookshops, and
purchased several old books to be shipped home.
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May 14: The Lord’s Day dawned cool and sunny. Joel preached twice for Whitby
Evangelical Church. David Woollin instructed us on Oliver Cromwell and
Hugh Latimer. Between services, the church provided us a delicious homecooked roast beef dinner. It was wonderful to see PRTS alumnus Paul Smith
and his family, who worshiped with us. Our group has bonded extremely well,
but worshiping together adds an extra measure of fellowship.
May 15: We traveled on to Boston and toured the old Guildhall, where several
Pilgrim Fathers including William Bradford and William Brewster, were tried
and imprisoned. Later they sailed to Holland and to the New World thirteen
years later.
The next stop was Ely and its magnificent cathedral. Oliver Cromwell and
his family lived here from 1636 to 1647. We took a short detour to Everton to
see the gravestone and church where John Berridge (1716–1793) ministered, a
rather eccentric preacher of sovereign grace whom God used for the conversion
of hundreds following the Great Awakening. At Berridge’s request, the stone
says: “Here lay the earthly remains of John Berridge, late vicar of Everton, and
an itinerant servant of Jesus Christ who loved his Master and his work, and after
running on his errands many years, was called up to wait on Him above. Reader,

Contemplating about the Pilgrims—including
William Bradford and William Brewster, being
held in this jail cell for some weeks

art thou born again? No salvation without a new birth. I was born in sin (1716),
remained ignorant of my fallen state till
1730, lived proud on faith and works for
salvation till 1754, admitted to Everton
vicarage (1755), fled to Jesus alone for refuge (1756), and fell asleep in Christ (1793).”
We ended up in Bedford at the Swan Hotel. It houses the stairway from House
Beautiful that is depicted in Pilgrim’s Progress.
May 16: We walked over to the John Bunyan Museum for a guided tour and learned
about Bunyan’s life, times, and work. Joel received permission to stand in Bunyan’s
pulpit—a special moment for him! Imprisoned numerous times for preaching, Bunyan
wrote the allegory, The Pilgrim’s Progress, while in jail. Like Paul and others, being
set aside from preaching resulted in blessings that spanned the centuries and reached
the ends of the earth. The Pilgrim’s Progress is probably the all-time bestseller after the
Bible itself. It is translated into more than two hundred languages and continues to be
reprinted. This classic resonates with the spiritual experience of Christians everywhere.
This and Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners are must-reads for everyone!
We stopped in Elstow, where Bunyan was the bellringer in his youth. At one time
he was under such conviction of sin that he feared the bell and the tower beams would
fall upon him. John Bunyan was a simple man, not highly educated, but gifted by God
to reach the hearts of his hearers in such an amazing way that the prince of the Puritans, John Owen, said that he would gladly trade all his learning for Bunyan’s gift of
reaching the common man in preaching.
At Olney, we toured the Cowper and Newton Museum, which is the former home
of William Cowper, eighteenth-century poet and hymn writer and spiritual advisor to
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John Newton, best known for writing “Amazing Grace.” We saw the dormer where Newton wrote his famous hymn and
visited the beautiful church, St. Mary Woolnoth, where he served. We then walked to his grave. On the back of Newton’s
stone is engraved these beautiful words: “John Newton, once an infidel and libertine, a servant of slaves in Africa, was by
the rich mercy of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ preserved, restored, pardoned, and appointed to preach the faith he had
long labored to destroy. Near 16 years as curate of this parish and 28 years as rector of St. Mary Woolnoth.”
Back on the motor coach, we sang “Amazing Grace” and other hymns and psalms.
We ended the day in London. It was exciting to have Joel’s good friend for thirty-five years, Dr. Sinclair Ferguson, join
us there and tour with us for four days.
May 17: Although the weather has been excellent,
today was rainy. Yet that was fitting for visiting
Bunhill Fields, the Non-Conformists’ cemetery,
with its moss-covered gravestones. From Sinclair
and Joel, we heard the stories and saw the graves

Dr. Ferguson lecturing for us on the life of John Bunyan
(with Bunyan’s tomb behind him).

of Isaac Watts, Thomas Goodwin, John Owen, John Gill, John Bunyan, and Susannah Wesley. The tombs of John Owen and Thomas Goodwin, who are often regarded
as Puritanism’s two greatest theologians, lie only a few dozen feet apart. What a day
it will be for these two great men, together with Bunyan and others, to rise together
on the great Day, to see Jesus face to face! The cemetery, founded in the 1660s on
four acres, was declared full in 1853, after at least 120,000 people had been interred
here. This was Joel’s sixth visit to Bunhill Fields, which he regards as one of the most
impressive places in all of Europe.
Just across the street from Bunhill Fields is Wesley’s Chapel, a Methodist church
built under the direction of John Wesley. Today it incorporates the Museum of Methodism with its crypt and the house where Wesley lived for the last eleven years of
his life, next to the chapel. John Wesley first preached on this site on November 11,
1739. At the entrance to the chapel where there is a statue of John Wesley inscribed,
“the world is my parish,” Sinclair Ferguson gave us a short but fascinating lecture
on ten similarities and differences between the famous brothers, John and Charles
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Wesley. Today this chapel serves
a multicultural congregation
of 440 members. Behind Wesley’s chapel is the tomb of John
Wesley. The vault also contains
the remains of six of his fellow
preachers.
Our next stop in London was
the British Library, where we
saw some amazing manuscripts:
Gutenberg Bible, Tyndale Bible,
Wycliffe Bible, first edition of
the King James Bible, Handel’s
Messiah, and the Magna Carta.
It was awesome to pore over
these treasures. Unfortunately,
pictures were not allowed in the
Sir John Ritblat Gallery. In the
photograph Joel is in an open
area with Greg Salazar, his colleague who teaches in the PRTS
PhD program, standing in front
of many antiquarian volumes.
Our last stop of the day was
the Tower of London, a fortress
dating back to 1067, which has served as a royal residence, a prison, and today houses the crown jewels. Here Sinclair Ferguson gave several talks, including a moving account of Lady Jane Grey.
On the way back to the hotel, we caught a glimpse of Buckingham Palace, which is undergoing construction.
May 18: An hour’s drive took us to Hampton Court Palace, in the borough of
Richmond upon Thanes, London, England, where the King James Bible was
commissioned. Henry VIII was the palace’s first royal owner after he appropriated it from Cardinal Wolsey in 1528. Much of the original palace was lost at
the end of the seventeenth century, when William III and Mary commissioned
Sir Christopher Wren to rebuild and modernize it. The gardens, including a
maze and fountains, are impressive.

Hampton Court Palace
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We returned to the heart of London for a tour of Westminster Abbey. It is amazing how many famous people are buried
right in the church, such as Oliver Cromwell and David Livingstone.
For us, the most important room in Westminster Abbey is the
Jerusalem Chamber, which we got special permission to visit. Some of
the translators of the KJV Bible met in committees in this room, but
most famously, this is the room where the Westminster Assembly met
for several years in the 1640s to draft the Westminster Standards and
other important documents. To our surprise the Dean of Westminster
Abbey himself gave us a detailed history of all that occurred in the
room (the Jerusalem Chamber is actually part of his home). After that
Sinclair Ferguson gave us an unforgettable lecture on the Westminster
Assembly. Listening to Sinclair lecture on the Westminster Assembly
in the very room where it was composed was the highlight of the trip
for many of us!
From Westminster Abbey, we went to Charles Spurgeon’s former
church, The Metropolitan Tabernacle, where Dr. Peter Masters has
been preaching for decades. One of Joel’s friends there, Elder Chris
Cooper, gave us a wonderful history of the tabernacle. We enjoyed
the busts and oil paintings of Spurgeon, as well as paintings of John
Gill and others in Dr. Masters’s study. Joel has had the privilege of
preaching and lecturing here dozens of times, but we never fail to be
impressed that God has converted thousands of people on this very
spot. It was hard to pull our people out of the tabernacle’s impressive
bookstore!

Elder Chris

May 19: Leaving London, we headed for Cambridge, home of England’s second oldest university, founded in 1209. We took a walking
tour of the city. Greg Salazar is finishing up his PhD from Cambridge,
so he was happy to show us many historic places. Many Puritans studied
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here, especially at Emmanuel College under Laurence Chaderton who
lived to be 104 years old.
We received a special tour of
the magnificent antiquarian book
section of Corpus Christi College,
Cambridge. Several of the Cambridge libraries have hundreds of old
Reformed and Puritan books. We
also saw sites associated with John
Wycliffe, William Tyndale, and

With Dr. O. Palmer and Joanna Robertson (on the right), Geoff Thomas (center)

William Perkins, the subject of our conference on William Perkins at the historic Round Church. The Round Church
dates back to the 12th century and seats about 200 people; it is thought that Perkins may have preached here on occasion for
some time. Dr. Ferguson gave an excellent opening address to 170 people on “William Perkins: A Plain Preacher,” which
generated warm fellowship. Joel and I were pleased to meet Dr. O. Palmer and Joanna Robertson for the first time. Dr.
Robertson is an able author and seminary professor who teaches at the African Bible College in Uganda.
May 20: More than half of our tour members left for home this morning, and the rest stayed on until Monday for the conference and Lord’s Day worship. We had a wonderful time together, learning the history of this great land and seeing the
connections to our life today. These two weeks have flown by.
Our conference continued with Joel speaking on “William Perkins’ Largest Case of Conscience,” Geoff Thomas on
“The Pursuit of Godliness in the Ministry of William Perkins,” Stephen Yuille on “Contending for the Faith,” and Greg
Salazar on “Scripture, Tradition, and Holiness.” You can hear the addresses here: http://www.sermonaudio.com/search.asp
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William Perkins is the “Father of Puritanism,” yet his works were not reprinted
for hundreds of years, until now. Reformation Heritage Books has come out with
the first four volumes of his expositional works and plans to publish the remaining
six volumes of his doctrinal and practical works over the next four years.
May 21: Sunday morning worship was in a beautiful countryside church, Wattisham
Strict Baptist Church (organized in 1763), where PRTS alumnus Simon Green
lives and often preaches. He has just accepted a call to serve in Salisbury, England
alongside our good friend, Malcolm Watts. He plans to be married to a Dutch
young lady named Anneke soon, who grew up in the Netherlands Reformed Congregations (Gereformeerde Gemeenten). Joel preached on “Where is the Lamb?”
from Genesis 22. In the evening, Joel preached at Cambridge Presbyterian Church
(where Dr. Ian Hamilton has served for many years until recently) on “The Marriage of Christ and the Church” from Revelation 19. On the way to the evening

With Simon Green

service, we passed through Lavenham
to see the impressive church building where William Gurnall, author
of The Christian in Complete Armour,
preached for thirty-five years. It was
an honor for Joel to be in the pulpit
of another one of his favorite Puritan
authors.
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May 22: Monday morning we left for home! As we left this land of rich history, it was not without sadness because of its
many dwindling and aging churches. The candle of the gospel is flickering, but it is not extinguished. Pray that the love of
the Lord Jesus Christ will be re-kindled in the hearts of the British.
About the time we arrived in our home, a bomb exploded in a concert in Manchester, killing twenty-two and injuring
fifty-nine. Pray fervently for the families affected, but also for those who are following a religion of violence and hatred
rather than a religion of love and forgiveness through Jesus Christ.

Grand Rapids, Michigan
(May 24, 2017)

On Wednesday evening, I spoke to twenty
women who are sidewalk counselors beside
an abortion clinic in Grand Rapids. They
serve as support staff for the Omega House.
I encouraged them from Hebrews 12:1–2 to
persevere in their important work of speaking
to mothers who are on the verge of aborting
their babies. God has blessed their efforts to
save numerous babies, but it can often be discouraging work. Pray for their perseverance
in this challenging task.

Sidewalk counselors for the Omega House

Johnson City, Tennessee and Elizabethton, Pennsylvania (May 29–June 2, 2017)

I spoke on Monday and Wednesday through Friday at Milligan College, in Johnson City, Tennessee, for two hundred
high school and college students, giving eight addresses on the Puritans, for the Biblical Worldview Student Conference
(BWSC). The students, who are mostly home schooled, are wonderfully attentive and responsive. They asked great questions and purchased $7,500 worth of books!
On Tuesday I flew from Tennessee to the Banner of Truth Ministers Conference, where I had the privilege of speaking
on Tuesday evening and Wednesday morning about Puritan preaching to about three hundred ministers. I then flew back to
Tennessee to continue speaking for the BWSC on Wednesday evening. I also enjoyed giving a book tour to about a hundred
ministers through the Banner of Truth Trust book room, recommending different titles. Other speakers included Geoff
Thomas, Jonathan Master, and Carlton Wynne. It was an intense week of speaking and shuttling back and forth between
two conferences, but I felt divinely helped.

Fremont, Michigan (June 3–4, 2017)

Mary and I drove to The Shack in Fremont, Michigan, to speak for a conference put on by the American Decency Association, organized by Bill Johnson. Mary gave an address on “Reformation of Our Families” and I spoke on “Why do the
Nations Rage?” from Psalm 2. Most of the attendees were older folk, but we enjoyed mixing with them in the beautiful
surroundings of The Shack.

Grand Rapids, Michigan (June 13, 2017)

On June 13, I gave the opening chapel message to the annual Conference of Christian Librarians which was held this year at
Cornerstone University in Grand Rapids—just across the street! A few hundred librarians attended from all over America.
The conference was organized by the librarians of Cornerstone, Kuyper College, and Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and was hugely successful. Our librarians were very excited about what they learned and contributed, by God’s grace.

Denver, Colorado (June 14–17, 2017) (written by Mary)

Christian Home Educators of Colorado (CHEC) sponsored the Rocky Mountain Homeschool Conference, which was
attended by 3,000 dads, moms, kids, and grandparents. The theme was “Holding Fast in Hope.” Joel opened the conference by
speaking on “Holding Fast to Christ Who Holds Fast to You” from Hebrews 4:14–16. He also led five workshops on “Bringing the Gospel to our Children,” “Helping our Children Discern God’s Will,” “Handling Peer Pressure,” “Discipling Through
Family Worship,” and “Discipling our Children as Prophets, Priests, and Kings.” Other plenary speakers were Michael Farris,
Todd Wilson, and the Benham brothers, David and Jason. There were twenty-six additional workshop speakers.
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We spent every spare minute at our RHB booth, selling books with David Woollin. The first days were slow with sales,
as the families visited all the booths, gathered catalogs, and then thought and prayed about what to buy within their budget.
Then on the last day, they made their purchases. It’s a joy to offer them valuable and inspirational materials at discount prices.

New York (June 22, 2017)

I stopped for a day in New York City on the way to Scotland to speak at the Foundations Conference. Rev. Reggie Kimbro,
pastor of Grace Free Presbyterian Church in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, picked me up from the Newark airport late
Thursday afternoon (together with his youngest daughter, who hopes to marry her fiancée in a few weeks and move to New
Zealand). It was good to have some quality time with Reggie as we slowly made our way through the traffic jams and congestion leading to the Lincoln Tunnel and then enjoyed dinner together in lower Manhattan.
The following morning, Steven Lee, founder of sermonaudio.com and organizer of the Foundations Conference, gave

Singing at the Foundations Conference

With Phil Johnson (fellow speaker) and Steven Lee
(conference organizer)

an introduction to the conference focusing on the need for a genuine pursuit of God if we would see genuine reformation
and revival. The conference was held in the Historic Manor Church Building, only blocks away from where the third great
awakening began in America in 1859. The pastor of the church, Bill Jones, who is working for NYGM (New York Gospel
Ministries), then gave a brief account of how God called him to this church and how Trader Joe’s now provides them each
year with millions of dollars worth of free food for the poor. Those who receive food listen to Reformed sermons preached
in a variety of languages, so that they leave the church building with both spiritual and physical food.
I gave the opening address on giving ourselves to prayer and the ministry of the word (Acts 6:4). Afterwards, with the
help of Jonathon Beeke (who was present to represent PRTS), we sold the books I had brought, and then Mark Spears—
a friend who I met several years ago in South Carolina who since then has wonderfully recovered from a serious form of
cancer, drove me to Philadelphia to catch my plane to Scotland. Unfortunately, I was not able to take in the addresses of
the other speakers, which included Steve Lawson, Phil Johnson, Armer
Thomassian, Todd Friel, Alan Dunlop, and Gerald Hemmings. Knowing
most of these brothers, I am confident it turned out to be a fine conference.

Stornoway (Isle of Lewis), Scotland (June 23–27, 2017)

Site of the Lewis Christian Conference

While flying from Philadelphia to Glasgow, Scotland, I sat next to a
middle-aged Christian woman from Glasgow who works as a hospital
administrator. She was never married but enjoyed her work immensely.
She painted for me a sad picture of how Christianity has backslidden in
Scotland. After a four-hour layover in Glasgow, I finally arrived in Stornoway at 1:00 p.m. on Friday, where I was “collected” (U.K. term) by Calum
Maclean, an elder and former high school principal. That evening and
Monday evening, I preached three messages on the theme of Pursuing
Godliness for the sixth annual Lewis Christian Conference to about three
hundred attendees. The conference met in the Free Church of Scotland
building formerly pastored by Kenneth MacRae, whose diary has been
published by Banner of Truth Trust. There are many God-fearing people
on this island where God ushered in a substantial revival back in the 1950s.
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I had many edifying conversations over various meals as well as after each evening session.
On Saturday afternoon I visited a God-fearing
woman named Mrs. Morrison who is presently
dying from cancer. She and her husband are
members of the Free Presbyterian Church of
Scotland. The spiritual fellowship at this visit
was precious.
On Sunday, I preached in the morning at
Stornoway Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)—the former congregation of my colleague
David Murray. After a delicious meal at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Calum Maclean, I preached at
Knock Free Church of Scotland in Garrabost.
Preaching in Kenneth MacRae’s former pulpit in Stornoway at the
Afterward I was asked to give my testimony of
Lewis Christian Conference
God’s work in my life and to answer a variety
of questions. At the close of the fellowship, the group engaged in psalm-singing in Gaelic. For me, it was a truly blessed
Lord’s Day.

On David Murray’s former pulpit in Stornoway—the elders sit
directly in front of the minister around the pulpit

Great fellowship at the home of Calum Maclean

Psalm-singing in Gaelic

With Rev. Calum Macleod, who led the first part of
the service in the Knock Free Church

On Monday, I had a serendipitous meeting after breakfast with Judge
David Sutherland, a member of the Free Church of Scotland, who introduced himself to me. In our system, he would be like a federal appeals
court judge. (Three of his four children are lawyers and the fourth is a
doctor.) He takes cases throughout the U.K. (anything short of murder
and treason) and also does some cases in the United States. We had a
thoroughly enjoyable, engaging, and enlightening conversation that covered a wide variety of subjects. The judge said the Scots are much like the
Americans when it comes to court cases, only “minus the guns.”
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With Judge David Sutherland—his judge’s wig is in the metal container!

With Rev. George and Isabel Macaskill

With Rev. Graham and Roberta Craig

At lunch time, I had a good time with Rev. Graham and Roberta Craig, pastor
of Stornoway Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) and successor of David Murray who pastored this church for seven years before coming to Puritan Reformed
Theological Seminary. At the evening meal, I spent a few hours of happy fellowship
with Rev. George and Isabel Macaskill. Brother Macaskill is a retired minister in
the APC (Associate Presbyterian Church) of Scotland, which broke away from the
Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland. Since I had led a communion season in Rev.
Macaskill’s church, together with my good friend Geoff Thomas, some twenty years
ago, we reminisced about old times and caught up with each others’ lives.
The flights home on Tuesday were rather uneventful. I was grateful to be able
to complete editing three books on this trip on the planes and between preaching occasions in Scotland: Ian Hamilton’s sermons on Ephesians (to be published
by Reformation Heritage Books this fall), my Reformation Experiential Preaching
(to be published by Crossway in the fall of next year), and Theology Made Practical, which consists of fourteen essays on John Calvin written by Michael Haykin,
David Hall, and myself (to be published by Reformation Heritage Books in the fall
of this year for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation).

Hastings, Michigan (July 11–14, 2017)

Much prayer went up to God for several months for this year’s Youth Camp near Hastings, Michigan. We believe that
the Lord answered those prayers; the camp was wonderfully blessed. The theme was on Christ as the Lamb of God. I was
privileged to give two addresses to the young people: “Christ as the Substitute Lamb” and “Christ as the Suffering Lamb.”
All the speakers were helped. The camp directors and chaperones were very personable and efficient. There was considerable spiritual impression among the young people; each year it seems like their spiritual maturity is deepening. We are very
encouraged. We also had good one-on-one conversations with several young people about spiritual and practical matters.
On the last evening, after the camp’s last campfire, we gathered my side of the family together for a picture of those who
attended the camp from Ontario, British Columbia, and Michigan. It was great to see some of my nephews and nieces again.
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Mitchell, Hamilton, and Jordan Ontario (July 15–19, 2017)
The day after camp finished, the Queen and I drove to
Ontario. In Ontario, we had a delightful Saturday evening
dinner and good fellowship with a dear farmer and his
wife. They are good friends who have been joining us on
our annual tour groups. After dinner, we talked them into
showing us their barns and ended up sitting in their huge
combine—a new life experience for both of us—but no,
we did not drive it!
We made it to the home of James and Nicole Janssen
by 8:30 p.m., where we stayed for the weekend. The Janssens are a warm, energetic couple with three young boys, all
eager to learn. One wants to be a police officer; another, a
pastor; and the third, a zoo keeper. We thoroughly enjoyed
our time with this wonderful family.

On Sunday, I preached twice and did a seminary presentation for the Mitchell, Ontario Free
Reformed Church. The church, which has about
225 members, fits snugly into an old building
with the pews situated in a half circle, nice and
close to the pulpit—which I love: the closer the
pulpit is to the people, the better! That evening,
we drove to one of my nephew’s houses—the

family of Jeff and Lena Beeke, where we had dinner and a blessed evening of fellowship with them and their children, as well as my brother
and sister-in-law, John and Miekie Beeke, and Lena’s parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Ter Harmsel, who had recently commemorated their 6oth
wedding anniversary.
On Monday evening, John and Miekie, and Mary and I had dinner together in Hamilton, Ontario, after which I had the privilege of
speaking to the Free Reformed Student Society—primarily a group
of college students—on the subject, “The Reformation: So What?” I
expounded ten ways in which the Reformation has profound, beneficial effects for and upon us today—even five hundred years later!
All day Monday and Tuesday I attended the ICRC (International
Council of Reformed Churches) meetings in Jordan, Ontario as an
HRC representative. The ICRC meetings include representatives from
thirty-two conservative Reformed denominations around the world.
They meet only once every four years somewhere in the world, and this
was the first time it met in Canada. Sadly, though one denomination
had to have their membership in the ICRC suspended due to their
recent endorsement of women in office, which put a damper upon the
meetings, the meetings were quite interesting and punctuated with
brotherly love. I enjoyed making some new friendships. I especially
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enjoyed having a meeting with some professors
from India who wish to work together with us in
the training of seminary students.
On Tuesday evening, I addressed 350 ICRC
delegates and friends in the URC of Jordan,
Ontario on the assigned subject, “Reformed
Piety: Covenantal and Experiential.” I felt
greatly helped in delivering this message on a
subject so dear to my heart and was encouraged
by the response.
Mary and I took our time driving home on
Wednesday, stopping at Norwich, Ontario, for
the Queen to do some shopping. I just love being
with her—she is my very best friend, and it is a
great joy for me to travel with her. I always tell
her that when she is with me, my work is turned
into a vacation just by her presence!
Many thanks for your prayers throughout these trips, and for your interest in them. Please continue to pray with me that
God will send reformation and revival throughout the world. Our day is needy, the times are urgent, the harvest is ripe.
Every blessing to you and your family for these summer months in Christ Jesus.
Warmly,
Rev. Joel R. Beeke
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